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This bird is transitioning from non-breeding to breeding plumage, and it might be
a male, though I am not sure. I noticed the bird resting on the lake on a scope
scan, and I immediately realized it was a phalarope. From my days birding in
WA state, I have seen many Red-necked and Wilson's Phalaropes previously,
and also Red Pharalopes a few times. The bill was mostly an orange-yellow
color with a dark tip and relatively thick for a phalarope, and there was some
rufous wash along the flanks (there might have been more extensive rufous
wash in other places on the bird, but due to distance and rain showers it was
hard to tell). When it flew briefly before settling back on the water, I mostly saw it
from the rear rather than the side, but there was a lot of white visible on the
underwing. There was a large dark patch near the eye. Due to the field marks I
noted including the bill color and shape the rufous wash, I was confident in my
in-field identification of Red Pharalope, not Red-necked Phalarope.

It was mostly floating on the water, and I saw it fly at least once before it settled
back down on the water.

See above in Description. The closest similar species is Red-necked Phalarope,
and the field marks I saw rule that species out.

The photos are poor due to the distance, and rain showers and low light. My
description of the field marks above is based on my views through my scope,
which allowed me to see much more coloration of the body and bill and plumage
details. Andy Keister also got photos, not that much better, at this link:
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S44634789
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